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N O R D = CIVIL RIGHTS IN MASSACHUSETTS==~~~~==========;::::;::;::::;::=::=::=== 
Aft.Vt 17 ye.o.Jr.J.:,, bill paMu p!to.te.c.ting .tub,lan.6 & gayme.n 
At lpm Wednesday,,, Novembet 15, Massachusetts became the second 
state in the United States to guarantee basic civil rights 
p~otection to gaymen and lesbians as Governor Michae1 Dukakis 
signed the bill into law. 
Victory in the Massachusetts Legislature came Monday, November 6 
at 2:30pm as the Senate voted 21-9 not to reconsider its earlier 
vote to enact the bill. In the final debate, State Senator 
Edward Kirby cited an impending "end of civilization" if the 
bill became law. 
The Massachusetts law extends equal protection to gaymen and 
lesbians in cases of discrimination in the areas of credit, 
housing, public accormnodations, and employment. Amendments to 
the enacted bill forbid foster care placements which are "harmful 
to children, 11 note that the bill does not legitimate lesbian or 
gay marriages, and exempts religious institutions from the 
law's provisions. The term "sexual orientation", as used in 
the bill, excludes sex with "a minor child as the sex object." 
The bill also states that no part of the law is intended to 
show "approval or endorsement of homosexuality or bisexuality. 11 
Wisconsin, which passed a "gay rights bill" in 1982, provides 
legal protection in housing, public accommodations, and employment. 
The Massachusetts victory is seen as a boost for efforts to 
pass similar legislation in Maine, Vermont, Rhode Island and 
Connecticut. 
The political right in Massachusetts, after passage of the bill, 
threatened a statewide referendum to nullify the law. However, 
their attempt to overturn the law by placing a referendum question 
on the 1990 ballot has been rejected by the Massachusetts 
Attorney General's Office. That state's chief law enforcer 
received a referendum petition December 7. But according to 
Massachusetts law, matters that relate to religion are excluded 
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